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Achtus Custodcs

The Acleptus Custoc!es are the guar&ians of the Imperial Falacc and the
Golclen Throne, as well as being the Persona] boclgguarcl to the Empcror. A
small elite of three hundred (_ustodes, known as the Compan/ons, form the
Emperor‘s Personal bodgguarcﬂ and never leave his side. Due to the vast size
of the ]mperial Falace, the Custocles always act as a defensive force. The

Custocles themselves never leave Terra, and on]9 rarely leave the Fa]acc.

[tis the Acleptus (_ustodes that decide who may enter the throne room of the
Emperor, and when.

Organisation

The Acleptus (_ustodes is a dcpartment of the cheptus ] erra the ]mpcrial
government, but its members are answerable onlﬂ to the Empcror and their
own leaders.

Thc organization’s leader carries the title of Capta/}’:~66nera/, and due to
the imPortance of the A&eptus (_ustodes he often holds a Position in the

Senate of the High | ords Of T erra.



APPcarancc and cquipmcnt

The Adeptus (_ustodes adorn the eag]e crest, which together with their
halberds and elongated helms mark their Positiorx within the ]mperium.

T heirarmour is of the Purestgolcl and is marked with a crimson cloak of office
&epicting many of their individual achievements.

T he uniforms of the (_ustodians are traditional but effective: boots, leather
breeches and long black cloaks. T heir torsos are naked and corded with
tattooed muscle. Their ta”, brazen l‘nelmets, ominous and a”~cnc]osing, give
them a threatcning and imPersonal appearance; ancient and ornate, the
helmets incorporate advanced Protective equipmcnt and communicators.
Origina”g the traditional colour of the (_ustodes was red; Fo“owing the

confinement of the Emperor after the defeat of Horus, it was changcc‘ to
black.

T he weapons carried bg the (_ustodes resemble spears, but in fact thcg are
laser weapons built in the shape of spears. T he spears are built to resemble
the origina] guarclian spears carried bg the Aclcptus (_ustodes before the
Empcror‘s confinement. | he guarclian spear IS closelg associated with the

(_ustodes, and is Acpictcd on their banners and Ea&gcs



Historg

T he Adeptus (_ustodes were known origina”g as the chio Custoc]es. T he
origina] Custodians were the first gcnctica”g and Psgcho]ogica”g altered
warriors created by the Emperor cluring the | erran Urxhcication Wars. Thcy
served as the E_m eror's personal bodgguardf’r The genetic enhancement that
forms the CustocEis is different from and predates that dcvclope& to create
SPacc Marines.? p-29 During the (qreat 5

a contingent with the Emperomcor his Protection, but also travelled incliviclua”g
as envoys. Since the Emperor’s internment in the (Golden Thronc, the
Aclcptus (_ustodes have taken a more limited role as protectors of the

rusaclc) the Custocles a]wags kept

]mPcrial Palace.

Origina”g, theg were cquipped with the best power armour of the age, and had
access to the same tgpc of equipment and weapons as had the 5Pace Marine
Legions. Equipment which was characteristic of the (_ustodes would
influence the equipment of the later Greg Knights. A]Cter the confinement of
the Emperor within the (Golden Throne, the (_ustodes abanclonecl, among

other things, the use of their armour, and their traditional colour of red was

changecl to black.*



During the Age of Apostasg, the Acleptus (_ustodes reemergec] brielqg during the
siege of the [~ cclesiarchal Pallace of Jerrain the reign of Goge Vandire. During this
time, the Custodes attemptecl to make their way towards Vandire, halted onlg bg

Brides OF T he Emperor whom Vandire had convinced into becoming his Personal
boclgguarcls.

A}C’cera long and fruitless discussion, the Custodes convinced the leader of the
Bri&cs, Alicia Dominica to return with them to the presence of the Emperor. What
happene& durimg that moment is unknown, but the effects resulted in the Brides of
the Empcror rebe”ing against Vandire, ending his reign once and for all.
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Outloo‘(év Training

Although the Custocics were among, the first modified warriors to be created }39 the
E_ml:)eror, theg were never intended to be Part of a conquering army; such a role was to
be filled !’33 the latter Astartes armies. | his is revealed both in their mindset and
training;

While Custoclians share a genetic kinship with one another within the formation, do not
foster the same spirit of brotherhood that is instilled within the Astartes in orderto
function together as a unit. lndeed, each Custodian prepares and insPects his
cquipment incliviciua”g) rather than on militarg Parade.5

The indivi&ualitg of each (_ustodes is further Promote& 59 the fact that the processes
requireé to Produce them is not as refined or as simple as that of the Astartes and thus
are not ”mass~Produced” as the Astartes are; meaning that each (_ustodianis a unique

investment for the ]m[:)erium.

One ritual that the (_ustodes do share is the recognition of mightg deeds, manifested in
the awarding of names, which are added to the (_ustodian's title to

represent the actions he has Pcrgormecl in service to the Emperor. ((_onstantin \/a]clor
obtained 1 9%2 names Prior to the assault on T erra)? Such names were inscribed onto
the inside of the warrior's battle armour as marks of individual Pric}e.

The training of the (_ustodes also differed immcnsc]g from the Astartes, being
Bo&gguards rather than Soldiers.



[tis clear from their blood games that (_ustodians are trained in the arts of assassination
~both imProvisec] and advanced- in order to counter Possible assassination attempts to
the Emperor. ]t is common for several Custo&ians to be on detached c!utg for these
Blood (Games so that the organisation remains vigilant against éevcloping threats.

Furthermore it is clear that the Custodcs are also well versed in the Political etic]uette
of T erra, and have been known to act outside of ]mpcrial | awto infiltrate influential
Noble [Houses and to investigate any Potential threats.? (A role that an Astartes
would never be expected to Fuhcil)

This aspect of the (_ustodian mindset is advantageous, given that the Captaim
(Generaloften shares a seat with the High | ords OFf T erraand thus allows him to
navigate the Political maneuverings of the ]mperium’s various agencies, while still

remaining an awe inspiring warrior.
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