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“FEAR IS THE FUEL
BLOOD IS THE SPARK
KINDLE THE RAGE
AND BRING FORTH THE DARK"
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THE .
SWORP...IT TRULY

CAME FROM AN

ARCHANGEL...

BELIEVE
WHAT YOU LIKE, BUT

A N\
DON'T START A SERMON ' INZA N
. UNTL, THE BATTLES RN ij | \
Y OVER, EH? N (‘-_; ..“‘“\\ A /'-- 3

Al
o

TELL ME,
BOY: HOW DID
YOUR FATHER SAVOR
THE "GIFT" I GAVE HIM
THE DAY WE LAST
MET?




1 GAVE HIM THE
TRUTH OF RAGE. HE HELD
IT WITHIN HIM LONGER THAN
THE MIGHTIEST OF MY
PEOPLE.

1 WOULD THROW
DOWN A WEAPON AND
INVITE YOU TO BATTLE, BUT
YOU HAYEN'T YET FOUND THE
COURAGE TO BRING ME THE
ONE 1 GAVE YOU 5O
LONG AcO.

HE'S

JUST TRYING TO

GOAP YOU INTO
FOLLOWING

EVEN IN
PEATH, THIS
FOOL 1S MORE
OF A WARRIOR
THAN YOU.

I WL
WASTE NO MORE
TIME WITH A BOY

WHO PRETENDS TO
KNOW HONOR.

DIP YOU TWO GET MARRIED
WHEN I HAD MY BACK
TURNED?

IT'6 FOOLISH N
fl TO GIVE KIM THAT
ADVANTAGE.

FOLLOWS ME,
THEN?

IF YOURE SET ON WALKING INTO ThE
JAWS OF PEATH, YOU COULP INCREASE
YOUR OD0S FROM *SUICIDE" TO
"SLIGHTLY HOPELESS.”

VARIK KNEW THE
BROKEN PECPLE WAVE A
SENTRY NORTH OF HERE, NEAR
THE LAVA SPRINGS. HE PLANNED
ON LURING HIM QUT WITH A FEW
*REFUGEES," THEN TORTURING HIM
FOR THE LOCATION OF
THEIR CAMP.
MAYBE THE
GENTRY WILL BREAK COVER FOR
YOU. MAYBE HE COULD ROUND UP
SOME SWORDS THAT'LL FOLLOW YOU.
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1 H'E(SE'E IEEEGOCEETS.'.WTETG chﬁu gsém : ‘ol -
YONE D . WITH WHAT YOU =
WITC--ER, WIZARD SHOWED ME, I THINK I - e SOMETHING N OUR
CAN HELP KEEP STMLBREAK FROM ‘& PEOPLE WORTHY OF
TURNING INTO A SLAUGHTERHOUSE, A SALVATION.
FOR A WHILE AT LEAST. —
THEN THE d ) TROUBLE SEEING
SURVIVORS WILL ROAM 4 ; - T,
1O OTHER CITIES AND TOWNS,
T'VE NO DOUBT, T MAY BE
AMONG THEM, IF TM

5* R b o

IF HE WANTS IT BACK
S0 BADLY, RETURN IT WITH
MY COMPLIMENTS,

RHELRIC
LOOKs A LOT
WORSE THAN HIS
CARVINGS BACK IN
THE CAVE,

MAYBE NOW
YOU SEE WHY WE
WERENT 50 KEEN ON
BARBARIANS.

AFTER
ALL YOU'VE SEEN,
YOU STILL BLAME
THEM?

NO. I MEAN,
NOT ENTIRELY.
DURING THE BATILE...
T THINK T SAW THEIR
ANCESTORS.

I SAW AN ARCHANGEL WITH THE SWORD, TELLING '\
THREE ANCIENT BARBARIANS TO PROTECT..I THINK IT

WAS CALLED THE WORLDSTONE. 50 THE LEGENDS
ABOUT THEIR BEING GUARDIANS
ARE TRUE.

BUT THE ATTACKS
ON STAALBREAK STARTED BEFORE
ARREAT EXPLODED, WHICH MEANS THIS
EVI. WAS AMONG THEM WHILE THEY
WERE ALSO “PROTECTING" Us, -~
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T'5
NOT LIKE
WE CAN JUST E
A ASK ONE HOW &
B T BEGAN. &

PIP YOU
WANT TO BE
AMBUSHED? |F

E OWL TRIBE WAS CHOSEN TO DWELL
IN AN ANCIENT FORTRESS ON THE
I'M SURE
YOU WOULD HAVE
NOTICED THEM,
EVENTUALLY.

YOU WANTED
O KNOW ABQUT
HE RAGE PLAGUE.

RY WELL

*BARBARIANS DO NOT OFTEN DWELL
WITHIN WALLS, THE FOES THAT
APPROACHED US WERE WEAK AND
BARELY A DISTRACTION. WE SOON
GREW WEARY OF OUR CONFINEMENT.

YOU ARE OF THE
OWL TRIBE...

NSNS




"RHELRIC WAS
BARELY A MAN
WHEN HE BECAME

Tty

*HE WAS FORTUNATE TO RETURN WITH ';(p
ONLY HiS PRIDE IN TATTERS, RATHER THAN &
HIS HICE. HIS YOUTH AND BRASHNESS |
HELPED THE ELDERS TO OVERLOOK
N HIS TRANSGRESSIONS,
ST000 v A
THE ELDERS AND HE

f
s e e
: | *KHELRIC SOUGHT TO BLRY
j ; | WIS SHANE IN BATTLE. KE |
N < IR | FOUGHT BANDITS, SOLDIERS, |
QUESTIONED THIS b ol
'WONOR' THAT HAD ’ \
BEEN THRUST UPON :
Hi& TRIBE.

N AND EVEN INAUKAN BEASTS, |

KHELRIC WAS WITH HIS MIGHTIEST WARRIORS WHEN THE MEN
WE WOULD CALL 'THE BEARERS' WERE SPOTITED. THEY MOVED
STRANGELY, LIKE SERPENTS ON LEGS, IT IS SAID, THEY NUMBERED *
ONLY TWENTY. SUCH NUMBERS WERE USUALLY EASY PREY.

= :
*THEY FOUGHT LIKE MONE KHELRIC HAD
EVER SEEN, THEY GREETED BLOWS FROM

4 AE AND SPEAR WITH THEIR OWN FLESH, YET
KEPT THE STRIKES FROM DEALING DEATH.

"IT 15 SAID THEY SCREAMED VILE WORPS THAT
BROKE THE COURAGE OF THE WARRIORS, OUR

KINSMEN DID NOT RUN, THEIR MIGHT WAS PROWNED
IN FEAR. ALL FELL, THOUGH FEW WERE SLAIN.

A\

i

"RHELRIC WAS KELD FAST WHILE THE LEADER OF THESE
BEARERS SLIT HIS OWN THROAT AND LET KIS FINAL !
HEARTBEATS BATHE TWE WOUNDED CHIEF IN FRESH '

CRIMSON. THIS SCARRED MAN STILL REFUSED TO DIE UNTIL
HE TOLPD KHELRIC OF THE BLESSINGS OF RAGE, THE WAY OF
[TS SPREAD, AND THE PLAGUE MAKER'S TRUE NAME: MALLUS..

2 = & 4 -
*KHELRIC'S BAND RETURNED TO THE KEEP.
THEY PROCLAIMEC A NEW DAY FOR THE OWL
TRIBE, ONE THAT MARKED THE BEGINNING OF

OUR ASCENDANCE OVER THE OTHER TRIBES.

| *THE PLAGUE SPREAD THROUGH THE KEEP WITH |

EASE, BUT THE DEMON IT FED HAD TO BE /¢
PATIENT. ARREAT WAS TOO WELL GUARDED |

BY THOSE WHO WOULD DESTROY HIM.

o -

] REMEMBER LITTLE OF MY LIFE BEFORE ARREAT'S DESTRUCTION. I WAS SPYING ON
A BUNTING PARTY, THE RAGE IN MY VEINS MAKING ME WANT TO CONSUME THEIR FLESH
BUT ALSO HOLDING ME BACK SO

> il A

I MIGHT FERRET OUT SOME ADVANTAGE FOR RHELRIC.
g S

E




| *THAT WAS WHEN THE |
WORLD WENT WHITE.

v X
.

[l 2 | *ARREAT DIED. IN THE CATACLYSM, I |
% n . CAUGHT A GLINPSE OF SOMETHING
] S & RISING FROM THE CHAOS. T |
x THOUGHT IT WOULD BE THE LAST
THING T EVER SAW.

w
|

| *AND SUDDENLY, MY MIND WAS CLEAR. THE

' "SHE RECOGNIZED ME AS HER

| “WHO SHOULD
FIRES THAT KAD' CLAIMED ARREAT WAD ALSO EIND ME BLT ¢ KIN, AND NURSED ME BACK TO |
CLEANGED ME OF THE RAGE. IF T WERE TWE WEE OF | WEALTH IN SECRET. THE OWL
TO PIE, I WOULD PO SO FREE... THE STAALBREAK TRIBE HAD ALREADY BEGUN
e L CONSTIBLE. | WIANG BIRBIRLNS UNPOPULR
B . aidiey WITH OUR NEl :
| 5. AND ALOWE. OR 2 — : 1 TOLD HER EVERYTHING, WHAT

]

THE OWL TRIBE HAD BECOME AND
WHAT LITTLE [ COULD RECOUNT
OF ARREAT'S FINAL MOMENTS.

SO 1 THOUGHT. 4

ot



WE

BECAME

THE BROKEN
I THINK YOU,

PEOPLE.

SON OF MARENNA, ARE
OUR ONE CHANCE TO END |
MALLUS’ EVIL ONCE AND
FOR AL

1 PLEPGED
MYSELF TO SAVE
WHOEVER [ COULP,
HELPING TO FERAET AWAY
AS MANY UNINFECTED
STAMLBREAKERS AS
POSSIBLE.

I'LL NEED
TO FIND HIM
FIRST.

I THOUGHT
YOU WERE
et
YOUR PEOPLE"

CANP. THERE I5 NO

ME. UNLESS MALWS 15 \
[ DEFEATED, THE INFECTED IN
' STAALBREAK WILL SPREAD R
THE PLAGUE ON THE <
R

MORROW.

i WE .
'/ HAVE FRIENDS 3
TENDING TO THE

BE NEARLY A WEEK
BEFORE THE
WORST GO MAD

YOU DON'T
UNDERSTAND. THE
BULK OF KHELRIC'S
FORCES WAITS TO CRUSH
STAALBREAK AT DAWN AND
GPREAD MALLUS' TAINT SOUTH,
IF HE GAINS MANY MORE
VICTIMS, HE'LL BE
UNSTOPPABLE.

TALONS FORMATION, |
SILENT STRIDE, WE
MOVE.

IT
MEANS T HAVE AND "WE
TRAINED YOUR MOVE" MEANT YOU
HONCR GUARD TWO A5 WELL.
COME ON.

7 BEFORE THE EXPLOSION, KHELRIC ORDERED
| US TO BUILD THIS PLACE IN SECRET, AFTER, Joml
\ WITH THE OT4ER TRIBES LOST AND CONFUSED, S

B THERE WAS NO NEED TO HIDE =

SN IT AGAIN.

I'M NOT ONE
FOR TRADITION, BUT

I THOUGKT BARBARIANS
DIDN'T BULD THINGS 4§

. LIKE THIS.

\ Y TRIBE SHUNNED A WO
a5 / GREAT MANY BARBARIAN
’ % SF 3 B CUSTONS, WiZiad. <




NOT
SURPRISINGLY,
THESE GLYPHS ARE

OF CORRUPTED

REMEMBER
..LIVED KERE,
E 1 WAS HEALED. ¥
ON'T RECALL THE
UND LOOKING 4
LIKE THIS. &)

" THESE CAN'T
BE WIS WORK. SOME
OF THESE BONES ARE

Ok ( f3 . S P IHE BARBARIAN
A N Y N'a AN kk i, & PEAD LOST THEIR RESTING
PR QLB L e N o PLACE WHEN THE SLOPES OF Jfi
DRSNS\ #u\\\ . S\ ARREAT BECAME NO MORE. iz

T

THEY WERE
TORN FROM THEIR SACRED
BURIAL SITE. BUT EVEN IN
DEATH, THEY HOPE TO DEFEND
AGAINST EVIL BY SHOWING
OTHERS WHERE
IT HIPES.
[

I'M NOT SURE
HOW TO INVOKE
THE RUNES TO OPEN
THE DOORS WITHOUT
GOING MAD

JUST TO BE CLEAR: SINCE WE HAVE TO GO ON, LET'S JusT
1 DIOK'T DO PRETEND SOMEONE ON OUR SIDE
ANYTHING. OPENED THE WAY,

1 WATCH THE
SWORD-BEARER,
STICK TO THE
SHADOWS, AND USE
ALL T TAUGHT YOU.
) WE GO.
NV as e
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YOU EXPECTED
OTHERWISE?

fy oo \Q\b\\;\
]

SSUME THEY
JUST RUN
AWAY,

UPBRINGING PID
PO MUCH FOR SE
THE BEST IN PEOPLE,
pIe 11?7
IF WE'RE
GOING TO FALL
INTO A TRAP, WE
SHOWLD GET IT
OVER WITH,

HotComic.net



SEVERAL SHAOOW-FILLEQ HALL8 LATER...

SOMETHING LIKE
POSSESSION.

A= O MY
MASTER? THEY OWE
i HIM THEIR VERY
EXISTENCE!

P~ OUR TRIBE
WAS CAST ASIDE
I FORGOTIEN.
T NOW, THE ;
WORLD WILL JOIN Us. %
NONE SHALL ESCAPE THE
b MASTER'S GIFT. 488
MALLLS Fille Y
| Y EARS WITH HiS
o/ PROPHECY: THE ARCHANGEL
OF JUSTICE IS DEAD, AND
NOT EVEN HIS BLADE
. SLAVE CAN STOP

THIS WAS
PROBABLY A
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Wk =z
WHEN I S1Y
MAKE WAY, YOU WSy
BLOOPY WELL PIE
AND LET Us /




FINALLY,
YOU SHOW 7 WS IN N
| A WARRIOR'S (TIME FORIT TO
B LUsT FOR BETRAY YOU.

. LAUGHING AT THE

B WETIOR HANDS OF SUCH A FOOL
VENGEANCE. MAE YOU. T'LL NEVER STOP

LET YOUR FEAR
IGNITE IT, AND BE
REBORN, AS YOUR

SIRE WAS SO BRIEFLY S
> : o SEF?:E &;%LL !cr.:T o =Y
y %\ 1 Hi ; 4 .
CHANCE TO NEE A - -

FAL

ANT
FAIL

T LN g




THESE BARBARIANS
WERE QUICK TO
EMBRACE ME, THEIR LUST
FOR BATILE A THIN SHELL

COVERING TI-IEIR FEAR OF

PISHONCR.

YOUR KIN
TOOK MY GIFT READILY,
AFTER I SENT THEM THE
TERROR OF KHELRIC'S
HORPE.

b )
YOUR FATHER! %

YOU LIE.
YOU AND FEAR
ARE BECOMING
b ENTWINED
2 LIKE RUTTING
S coiTs, £
MORTALS 4
FILL THEMSELVES
WITH KATE, AND THIS
IN TURN LEADS TO
DESTRUCTION!

A GRAND
JOKE! 1 THREATENED
HIM, YOU, HIS WOMAN,
BUT NOTHING BROUGHT
OUT THE TERROR THAT
WOULD OPEN THE WAY
6. FOR RAGE, UNTI....

YOU MADE HIM..
FEAR FCR..
EVERYONE

ELSE...




TYRAEL'S
WEAPON REJECTS
YOU! IT SHOUTS IT5
REBUKE AND MARKS
YOUR FLESH AS
MINE/

YOU NEVER

TRILY KNEW WHAT T8

REVELATION...

.. HELRIC
15 DEAD, HIS
SERVICE
COMPLETE!

BEHOLD
THE NEW LORD
OF SANCTUARY,

MALULS!

NO DESIRE..
NO HATE..NO
ANGER..

JUeT..,

WHAT MUST BE
DONE...




TYRAEL'S
A LEGACY LIVES,
DEMON.

I BRING
NO HATE FOR : o
YOUR DEEDS, NO : YOUR
LUST FOR YOUR EVIL HAS BEEN i
ez WEIGHED AND
MEASURED.

BEAR THE

== 200k OF Tie
1 BALANCE.

|
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50
HES

CALM YOURSELF,
HAVE DONE
BEFORE ALL THE SPEEC
AND THE LIGHTS AND

\
i~
[
O
-2
[+
o
S
(S
Lad
o
]
=
el
x
o

HE WOULD




YOu pip 11! I HAD TO

1 EVEN THINK YOU LET THEM GO, SHANAR.

PURGED THE DISEASE MY FATHER, MY MOTHER,

FROM THE E\'ER!?A“E 54;T DROVE
BARBARIANS! X

THERE'S NO

PLACE FOR THEM

IF I'M TO CARRY
THIS... BURDEN.

I'D TRY
7 KEEPING THEM IN
& YOUR KEART AS FOND
MEMORIES INSTEAD
OF REASONS 1O
FIND REVENGE,
FIRST.

1
CAN'T SEE ANY
ANGELIC DEVICE
BEGRUDGING
YOU THAT,

~ THESE TWO WILL 8
GUIDE YOU BACK TO N
STAALBREAK, T HAVE TO STAY
HERE AND FROBABLY TAKE
CHARGE OF THE ENTIRE
OWL TRIBE, NOW.

STILL, IT
CAN'T BE ANY WORSE

THAN LIVING WITH A BUNCH 1§
OF SPOILED CITY FOLK
IN THE WASTES FOR
YEARS ON END.

RULE ONE: IF I EVER FIND ANY
OF YOU HARBORING PEMONIC
FORCES, YOULL WISH YOUD
DIED ALONG WITH
MALLUS.

RULE TWO:
CONSIDER YOURSELVES g
A SOURCE OF SHAME UNTIL
YOU CAN LAST LONGER THAN |52
A WOUNDED OX IN COMBAT /A
WITH ME. YOU LOT WERE 4l
DISGRACEFUL!

FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN MY
LIFE, T THINK I FEEL
SORRY FOR THE
BARBARIANS...

Read more FREE comics on ReadComignli#ie et



| (OUD ALKOST THINK THEYD
[l BEEN PLNNING TO ATTACK OR
SOMETHING, FUNNY, EH?

[ : I'M MORE AMAZED
= AT THE QUTFIT THE
QUNCIL GIFTED TO

*IND THANKS FOR THE JACOB.

RETURN OF MY BLADED
FRIEND HERE. I HOPE
IT TASTED KEELRIC'S

BACKSIDE.”

IT'S & SMALL
B REWARD EOR SAVING
THEIR LIVES, BUT IT'S
 STIL..UNEXPECTED.

JUST SO LONG A4S YOU
REMEMBER MY NAME'S
NOT "WITCH.”

YOU WANT
A NEW PET NAME
FROM ME? FEW WOMEN
HAVE RECEIVED SUCH FEW MEN

AN HONOR.

HAVE SURVIVED
UTTERING THE
FIRST ONE,

THEN I

HAVE CAJGHT
YOUR FANCY!
PARDON ME IF

M JACOB, IS THE
1 BLUSK_/7 swoRp LEADING Us
SOMEWHERE ISOLATED
WHERE IVAN'S
CORPSE WON'T BE
NOTICED?

WHEN THEY HEARP JACOB TALKING
ABOUT HIS PLANS TO “TAKE THE
SWORD'S JUSTICE WHERE IT COULD
HELP,” THEY WANTED TO MAKE

SURE HE 'ﬁgﬁ RITTED FO

e

—~ 5

T THINK THEY'RE ACTUALLY N
ASHANED OF THEMSELVES, THEY'D
LIKE ALL REMINDERS OF THEIR PART

N THIS TO JUST GO AWAY... 108

YOU'RE STUCK WITH ME,
IF I'M WELCOME.

@OING EAST,

THE SWORD |5

FREE TO JOIN
Us, IFIT
WISHES,




